JULY 1945

There have now been a suffizlent number of neetis £8 ;
Cettlenent Committees to ensble a gummary to be wxi%ben swgr selng its
Uwﬂ@?ﬁl views.
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tn 2ll the west important natters dliccussed, the Committes are in un-
animous iur?ﬁmﬁﬁf snd 1t isg thought t;;*, ag these have had the deep
thought of 21t & emb@rs, Ineluding scme vho are uwnfortunstely no leng@r
with,ua, they‘shsulﬁ he dnly rwcardad,

u

1. The faet that the meetings have been so well attended shows that
the Assyriesn question, difficult and geeming 31y beyond solution, is yet
very sericusly regarded by the Committee members, who belleve it to

be of d@a@e; vigﬂifieaxee than just a chivalrous and Utopian ideal =
and sre ssbtisfised that major cuestions of honour and of policy are ine
volved.

2. e Committee 1g ngreed thst there is 2 strong case for making
Britaln and the “wpire theroughly consclous of i1ts obligations to the
Assyrians, to whom we owe a debt which swuet be pald in full, The
Committee believe there is alsc a League of Hations responsibility
towards the fssyriang, and Indebiedness Trom the United latlons as a
result of thelir lcyalty'anﬁ courage at Habbaniyah, but that the Pritish
lisbility towards them ig the greatest

3¢ Peyond snd apart from present or past Ilndebledness Lo the ‘ggye
riang, the wamnittew, though they asv& nct fr@qu@nﬁly discussed the
sublect, are well aware that the iddle Fast is an ares of high Inter-
ﬁatl@ﬁﬁl importence. Because of the oil they think this must continue
to be so for many years to come. [orecver from the British Tmpire's
point of view the lines of sea and slr communications passing through
it to Tnﬁim, the far Tast snd ‘ustralis are vital ones, FHence 1t is
avident that we must at all cosis QﬂiuﬁVGU? to maintain that part of
the world in peaceful aquiiibrium - a gearchiong test of our diplomatic
efficleney though this may be. fericus dis c@ﬁt@ut in Ivag could be
tong to ug, and every wctentlial source of internal discord
?ﬁ% Committee are resgolved that 1t 1g not sufficient,
erely to put zoweriul Britieh alr or willltary forces
%t;uf Iragl adaianistrations, snd that the needs and
sectiong - particulsrly the ainorities - nwust be
consldersd.

he Whe Committes view thaﬁ the ﬁrab iaea
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at their enemy's pleasure, with the British CGovernment being asked to
accept such a state ¢f affalrs as inevitable because of the racial
antipathy of the two peoples and the misfortune of the Assyrians beling
temporarily without a homeland of their owvn. 2nd while the Comnittee
are fully coanscious of the difficulties involved in advising and con-
trolling Irag when nominally independent and self-governing, neverthe-
less they think this course sust, in some degree, be pursued 1f tran-
quility is to be secured by the best means. 7To allow the country to
be a prey bto periodic rebellions and nmassacres involving Hurd or
Assyrian, Sunl or Shiah, is tc allow 1t to be ruled by gangster law,
and we nmerely weaken curselves in the eyes of all sectlons in the Fast
by accepbting such a state of affairs as inevitable.

5. The Committee believe that the Arabs are at least well aware of the
sterling fighting abllities of the iAssyrians, and if the latter cannot
be moved from Iraqg or Syrla, there may, under British guidance, be some
chance of bringlng these two peoples to a better understanding. To this
end, if the RBritish could exercise more control over Iraw than since
1932, and pursue a policy of mediation and assistance - nparticulsrly

in relation to the setitlement of the Assyrisne on lends which could be
made Tertile by dams and irrigation, the relations might be rmch ime-
proved. The Committee fTurther believe that the Tigris valley, fully
develeoped on modern lines, could well =support the fssyrians if the
Iragis wished 1t either in its upper or its mlddle reaches. The valley
nas, from time immemorial, been thelir ancient home, a2nd iIts flood
control, hydo-elsctric development and irrigation and anavietion possi-
bilities are as yet almost untouched. By such development with British
help all secticns could benslit.

6. In view of thelr acknowledged military efflclency and long service
to the 2ritish Crown, the present policy of discharging the ’‘ssyrians
from the RAF Reglment guarding British alr beases in Iraq is not only
unwige but dishonourable i come other employment such ag cecure settle=-
ment is not at the seme time being found for the /lssyrianes, either by
the Iragi or the British Covernments. Thig 1s almost exactly the policy
which led to the complete unseittling of the Assyrians in 1932 and the
subsequent massacres. The Comnittee have heard of 1t with grave alarm,
and kncw that there lsg today o more snxlous feeling smongst the /fssy-
rians than has prevellcd for a good any years past,.

7 e ! miaittee can understond the reluctence of /ustralis or
Crnnda have many obher post war sstils : X 0

zive any poclitlve pronouncament on sece s ainions
at pr Comnittee maembers are t. 1 ony rate
make o attlers iIf siven the chsnce 4 are raci 7 tyme that
could he o rhe cngzst Juropesn and Tritish stoel without introduce
ing any - acial cleavege. Ioreover 1t ls belleved that
the Tominionsg could be conviaced on thesse points, but nmore easlily ver-
hapsg if the “ritish Tovernnment would rusrsates to finance transportaticn

and initisl settlement.
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&e The Committse do not abandon any of the settlement suggestions
they hsve from time to time rmade to the Covernment or lnvestigated
privately, but they think that befere rvressing any scheme fully - for
exsmple by extolling the Assyrians as scldlers, bulldsrs or cultiva-
tors to the extent they ight through the church, the press or radio,
- they should obtain from the Covernment a definite statement that
Pritain either will or will not undertake to do, or try to do, anything
more for the Agssyrians in Iraq. Upon this turns the extent snd tynpe
of settlement that must be planned, and without it the Commitiee are
congiderably handicspped. The information should be freely given to
ug because the Committee consists cf disinterested psople wishing to
do thelr hest 1n the country's interests, and fully deserve the cone-
fldence of the Government.

9. It is belisved that the influence of the Committee, unsuccessful

28 it has been as yet in arranging setisfsctory settlenment, has never-
theless coused the Covermaent to think more deeply upon these questions.
The Committee ghould be kept in being because 1t undoudbtedly glves

a much needed neasure of confidence to the rseyrisns themgelves - vwho
are by now aware cf 1ts existence, It 1ls well 2ble to explain the
fsgyrian viewpolint owlng to the experience of its members, and the

trust the lesyrisne have in them.



A "The Assyrians saved the British Army from utter disaster in
1920,"

Sir Arnold Wilson

REC A CLAS } oF

ARSIl .

“"The gervice of the Assyrian's during the present war has eX-
ceeded anything they d4id before. Had it not bheen for their loyalty
at the time of Rashid Ali's CGerman inspired revolution in Irag in
¥ay of 1941, our position in the Hlddle Ea 't might have heen most
precarious,”

Alr Commodors
Je¢ Le Vachell
THE QUEEN MAGAZINE
March 9, 1944

"The Assyrian Levies have gerved with the RAF since the stormy
‘daysg after the last "ar. Few communities have shown more courasge
than the Assyrians, when their Patriarch declared war upon the Turks
in 1915 from the heart of the Turkish FEmpire." Page 145 : :

B "The Habbanlah battle 1s the grestest battle of World War II -
the battle that decided the world's destiny. It was the Habbaniah
victory that had saved Irag, and the position of the United Nations
in the Middle Fast. It did more For three weeks later came the
invasion of Russia; and it had saved the highway through Persia
which was now exceedingly vital for the transit of Allied ald to
Russia. If that was to be safeguarded, Iraq must be in safe hands.
By a strange coincidence of events, Habbaniah had helped to save the
Eremlin, as well as Britain from a digaster worse than Dunkirk and
Singapore, and this new victory was forged almost solely by the sweatb
and blood of the Assyrian Levies." Page 148 :

Fﬂziip Guedealla

MIDDLE EAST 1940-1942

A Study in Alr Power
: uondon 194k pp. 145-148

",..the Iragis were beaten a&aﬁ, the fAssyrians uearlﬂg open the
anks with thelr bare hands.” Page 55

"rhe Iragl coup hed falled by so little and the Iragils hate
gsyrians; more than they nate the British, did they hate the

ans.
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: Romen, Feber & Fabver, 1944
(Thisg book is publisted now in U.S.leesssOcbs 11, 1945)

D "The Iragis -
Four very eyves =
order to be mists

2

dhen retresting turned from kheki intc white under
gsach goldler discarding his material covering in
xwen for a civilian.™ Page 55 '
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